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Sprovieri is delighted to present There is Nothing Here, Francesco Arena’s fourth solo exhibition at the 
Gallery.  

The title of the exhibition, ironically, suggests that there is nothing present, but in reality, the exhibition is 
filled with various objects and elements. 

One prominent feature of the exhibition is the presence of words. Some words are composed in bronze, 
ensuring their longevity over time. Some of these words are visible, while others are hidden because they 
keep a window open. However, this doesn't prevent Simone from embracing them and incorporating them 
into an endless poem. The bronze also contains words that originate from a place other than the exhibition 
space but are displayed on the wall as a portrait of that absent place, similar to the things that are not 
physically present. 

Around a column, there are words written in pencil that depend on the column for support and 
measurement. These words, however, will be easily erased at the end of the exhibition, leaving behind a 
description of nothing but themselves. 
Additionally, there are words spoken to describe a work that is not physically present but exists only 
through its narrative. These words are not confined to a repeated text but rather spoken "by feeling," 
allowing for variations while still describing the same absent thing that exists elsewhere and remains 
unchanged. 

Beyond words, there are materials—the substances from which things are made, both those that are 
physically present and those that are not. The artist chooses not to write words about these materials. 
Overall, "There is Nothing Here" is an exhibition that challenges the notion of absence and presence, 
blurring the lines between tangible and intangible, and exploring the role of language and materials in art. 

"At the beginning of everything, though I put it last, in here is us, me first, you now."  
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Francesco Arena was born in Torre Santa Susanna, Brindisi, in 1978. He lives and works in Cassano delle 
Murge, Bari. He graduated from the Academy of Fine Arts in Lecce and was a fellow of the Corso 
Superiore di Arte Visiva at the Ratti Foundation, Como (2005); Villa Arson, Nice (2010) and ISCP, New York 
(2013). 
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Freitas, Sala de Arte Santander, Madrid (2019); Kunstmuseum, St. Gallen; PYFF, Ping Yao, Shanxi, China; 
Caixa Forum, Barcelona (2018); Frac Franche-Comté, Besancon; La Capela, Barcellona (2017); Baijia 
Lake Museum, Nanjing (2016); Triennale, Milano; Kunst in dorpen, Mullem; Strozzina, Palazzo Strozzi, 
Firenze (2015); Castello di Rivoli, Rivoli; Fundação Iberê Camargo, Porto Alegre, Brasil (2014); Italian 
Pavilon, 55 Biennale di Venezia, Venezia (2013); Castello di Rivoli, Rivoli; Fondazione Sandretto Re 
Rebaudengo, Torino (2012). 


